Brief Infirutions for Church-Wardens and 
_ others 40 vbſerve in all Epiſcopal or Arch- 
 aiaconal Viſyations and Spititual Courts. 
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O-Biſhop, Archdeacon,or other Eccleſiaſtical perſon; 
may or ought to keep any Viſtcation ar any time, ut- 
by Teſs he hath cxpreſs Commiſſion or Patent under his 
{| Majeſty's Great Seal of Ezgland todo it, and that as his Maje- 
| fiys V iftror onely, and in his NameandRight alone. as is clear by 
NF 268.8-c.1.37 H.8,Cc.17. 1 Ed. 6.c, 2.1 'Eliz, c,1,8Eliz. c. 7: 
14 Which:Commiſhon or Patent. ought to be read to the People 
” | before every Viſiearion ( as the Judges: Commiſſioa 1s at every 
- ] Alftzes) before they begin to viſir, that-ſoall the people may be 
aſſured they have authority to viſic,and that onely in his Myetty's 
#f Name and Rizht, As ſoon as ever therefore they appear at any i 
\\ Viſtrarton, the firſt thing which they ought todo r and thatin 
-4, point of Loyaltie to his Majeſty, by virtue of their * Oath of Su- "EG 
'} premacy.preſfcribeq for this very end ) is to demand of tl eBiſhop, -- - © -.. 
> | aother. Viſicor what Patent or- Commiſſion he hath from the- © 


_ |} King under his Broad Seal, to keep a Viſitation > If he haveany, © | 
YÞ ten'demand the Regiſter ro read: ic publickly, in ſuch manner as - 
-*} ie Judges Patent 1s readatthe Aſtize, If he either cannot pro- © 
. | are, or read any.luch Patent fromthe King, or vifit not in his ©... 
+ Name, Right, and/by lawtul Authority, you ought-all preſently ...:. 


AW®pcoreftt againſt His proceedings, as contrary to his Majeſty's EY 
"IM laws-and Prerogative, and. ſo ro Cepart as you came, without 311 
LR M\re ado. x ” . ES . : : I 7 


2, Every Viſitation being'a Synod ,.or Convocation of the *Ste Dogs F. 
2 07 Pockile- ' 


3 iergie:and Layne (as * them(elves both ſtile and acknowledg& OE AN 

Þ ought to be called & ſummoncd onely by his Majeſty's ſpectal d ;hrSak, 4 7 
Writ,as the Afſizes and Seats in Eyre are,and that by the exprefs ron '4 
Wares of 8 H, 6.c.1-25 H.&,c.19. 27H: 8;c15, Itrhen'theaiare:. 
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Viſitor (as they now ever are } none ought. there 'to appeals | 
at all, | OO 7 3 ny 

3. If they havea lawful Pate, and read.it, and a Wir tg 
ſummon the Vification, if they render rhe Chyrch-wardeng and | 


Side-men any Artidles to preſent on (as nbw they do )* Letthem 
| 


demand,whether the Arcicles they tender them were made bythe 
whole Convocation by the King's Licenſe; ranfied by the Pgilia: ; 
ment, and confirmed by the King himſelt under his BroadSeal; | 
If no ( as none of them are) they bid them keep them for Waſte. ; 
Paper, or to ſtop Maſtard-pots, fince ſuch Articles and Canon; | 
now uſed, made by their own authority, and printed in their owij 
Names, are direXly contrary to the Statutes of 25 H.c,19,.27H, | 
c.25.32H,8 c.26, 39 H 8. c.17,1Eliz,c1,2, 12 Eliz,c.13.Thei 
'J own twelfth Canon, and draw themſelves ( with all thoſe who | ' 
ſabmit to them, or preſent upon them) both into a Premunire, and | / 
an Excommunication 1pſofato, (| 

4. Ifthey tender any Oath to Church-wardens or Sidcsmet 
to preſent upon their Articles, or otherwiſe,as now they do; Faſt, 
demand of them what A& of Parliament preſcribes or injoins | 
:28.cx0 $Þatform of Oath they adminiſter > For no, new Oath ( newy 
35H8.c.1 #64t of * Supremacy and Alleglance inſtituted by Parliament ) can 
{Eliz.c.1. be impoſed on the SubjeRs in any caſe bur by * Parliament, :K | \ 

—— any AX of Parliament preſcribes this Oath, and gives them | 
*Seeche POWeT to adminiſter it, Then let them fhew it,and you will take 
| Pertionof Tt none(asnone forcertain doth) Thenyou neither will nor dares |: 
£2 7 take it, and they incur a Premunire by making and adniiniſtrinh |, * 
ſuch Oarhs of their own heads. Secondly, Demand of them; WI 
Commuſſion they have from his Majeſty under his Grear Seal;td || 
adminiſter an Oath to you ? If none, then they have no authors | 
ty togive an Oath,nor you no warrant or reaſon to take ir.T hit, 
1 ly, what Law of the Land, Canon or Statue, gives them any aye 
I © Regiſter thority to give them ſuch an Inquiſition Oath > 1f any, produliÞſb1 
PHI it : It none ( as none doth ) you dare not, you will not cake 
there being diverſe * Prehib1t;05 in the Common Law inot 
0g ir, | | "© Im; 


ba 
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"| Se If they demand any-Fees of you in any. Viſitation, Cw Z I | 

none of any ſore aredue, neicher be having of drag ? 7 M 
Or gers, Licenccs.tq preach, or keep School, gc. Norany * Pro- al 0h 
curation' but onely trom Churches as they perſonally keep their £ Math YW 
Vilitations in, not from others which they come not at)ror upon 4, 
any Other 0ccafion; d | 4 GER | 
any Oct. Qceaton, demand of them, Whether any Statute or 993,694, | 
Patent from the Xing or his anceſtors authorize or. enable them t072%. AM 
take ſuch fees-they demand? Ito, let them produce them, and yo md MW 
_ , wilpay whaotheyallow them to rake, If nor, then nothing is due, C*zfburcy | 
| andyou will pay nothing, itbeing meer extortion, 6 main 
; > Fo ay be cited into any of their Spirituall Courts; lee © * 
| kem demand, Firſt, Whether they have a * Patene from the 261 8.c.x_ 
| King, under his great Sea), rg keepſuch a Court2IF nor,you have 37 HB c. 
y nothing to do with them, nor they with you, Secondly ; If thetr R eO4g 
| | Patent gives them COgnlzance of your cauſe > Thirdly, if the ci-* 1845." | 
| uion ben the Kings * Name,and under his Seal of Arms, as ie © 2+ _ © 
| oghe2 If nor, depart without more ado; and if they eXCOm- 
; | unicate You, 1t 18 void, you may go to Churchno twithſtanding, 
, | Orif they ſulpend any Miniſters without a lawfull cauſe and Pa- 
; | fentirom the King, let them preach notwithſtanding, and either 
z | di them in a Premunire, or bring ana&ion of the Caſc,efc.as 
| Counſel fhall adviſe, It all Subje&s will r:ke this courſe, as they 
| | - bound in pointof Loyalty and Conſcience to do, they will 
| | on ſhake oft. the Prelates tyrannie and yoke of bondage, under 
Y Klitch they groan, through their own defaults and c@wardile, 

"If any be cited into the High-Commiſſion Court, and there 
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ndered ah Ex Officis Oath : Firſt, let them aske, 

| eC anon,or Statute allows or preſcribes this Oath? Secondly 

| them tell them, thatthe Stature cf rx Eliz, cap. 1, which eres 

+4 tr Commiſſion, expreily repeals the Statute of 2 H 4.6.15, the 

4 Found of all Ex Oficz0 Oaths &P coceedings,whence Mr. Foxſtiles 

; bThe Satute Ex 0/ficto;therefore repealing this law web brought 

WI Ex Officio Oaths 8 procedings,it never intended to revive them. 

to authorize the Commiltioners to proceed bythem, forthen ir 

Would have rather confirmed then repealed this A. 31y.That the 
_— ot Right, 3, Earoli, condemned ſuch Oaths and pro- 
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Fein, <cuings , as rot war anbuble by the I aws 40d SHUules of che RUE 
"25.1 6:52< chouzh warranted by their Commiſs10n)expreſly enaQing 7h: 
4.2413, 770 Man hereafter ſhall ke called to take ſi:ch Oath, or to give attend aic 8. 
| Gratian &» Le confined, or othrywiſe molefted or diſquieted concerning the ſantt;, 4 
; 0.7 # for refuſal hereof.Theretore they dare notrake itneither can they Þ 
6, © adminiſterir, Fourthly,that by their 0,vn *.Ganon Law theats 
W- cuſer ought to.appeat there face to tace,and by his own Oatkcant | | 
his VVitneſſes to prove his accuſation true, but the parry accofed lM 
$totakeno. Oath : Therefore this Oath isagainſt their own Cal 4 
non- Law. Fiftly, that our Martyrs condemned Ex Officio, and Vi} 
fitation Oaths tor men to accuſe themtelvesor others as unlawful, | 
and would not rake them, as appears by Mr. Fox his: As and I 
 Moruments, 16, 10, p. 451. 4.82, 487, 498, 495, 496: 539.'971,: 1008. 
 1022,1023, T1108. 1100, L125, 1164. 1166, 1382, 1643, 1646. 1651; # 
1660 1777, 1778, 1792. 1796, 1813, 1814. 1815+ 1843 1844. 1946 
1366. 1872, 1873. 1874, 1634, 1224. 1519, They being uſed onely; by $ 
the Bloody, perſecuting Popilh Prelates, ibid p, 235. 750. 751. to 764} 
Therefore they dare nor take them. Sixtly, Thar the very Rem: þs. | 
ttemſelves in their annotations on CAAs, 2 3. v. 12..refolve thug} 
If t*04 be put to an Oath to accuſe Catholicks for ſerting God #i the} 
_ 6-gh: 10 door to utter ary innocent man to God's Eremes or his, they]. 
cughteſt firſt to refuſe ſu b un'anfulOaths: But if thou have nct conſtamy, 
and-conrageto doit,y't knowthougthat ſuch 04ths bind nit at all in Cone 
ference a.d Law of God, tut may, und muſt be lroken under painof'd, (a j | 
#41i-n. For t6moke or take ſuch Vows or Oathes, ts one (in, and to te 
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them is 47. 0the far greater, That therefore which the Rhengf 


condemn, we dare not fubmir ro :; Neither ſhould: our Prefaigh 
preach contrary ro Tohx.-10.19.20.,21, 22, 17im,5 19,20, atbi 
18,16. 25 HC, r4. 1 (52, 1, which require prot of all thingy 
by Wirnefſes at leaſt, + 1 
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